
Sedimentation and Deposition vocabulary study guide 
 

 
NAME___________________________DATE ___________ PERIOD _____ WS# ____ 
 
 

WORD BANK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Use the terms in the word bank above to fill in the blanks to the left of each description.  
Then draw a picture to help you remember what each word means. 
 
TERM    DESCRIPTION    PICTURE 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ 

Different sediments stacked on top 
of each other. 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ 

Lowest point of a stream--- where 
the stream meets an ocean or lake. 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __  

Separation of rock particles based 
on rock type and size. (This is 
what happened in the sedimentator 
lab.) 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __  
 
                  __ __ __ 

Bottom of a stream or river.  Water 
sits on top of these sediments. 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

Broken pieces of rock and other 
material.  (The material that is 
moved around by erosion.)  

 

sediment     limestone   layers     fossil  glacial till 
 
 
Sorting  sand dune  compaction   cementation  erosion 
 
 
Deposition   weathering  stream bed           mouth (of stream) 
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__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

The process by which sediments 
are pressed together. Sediment is 
squeezed together to form rock. 
(ex: shale) 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  __ 

Dissolved minerals crystallize and 
"glue" particles of sediment 
together to form rocks. (ex:  
sandstone and conglomerate) 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

When sediment settles out of the 
water that was carrying it 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

The process by which natural 
forces move weathered rock and 
soil from one place to another. 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ 

Any trace of a living thing that has 
been preserved in a rock. 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

When rock is broken down by 
wind, water, or glaciers. 

 

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 
                      __ __ __ __ 

The mixture of sediments that a 
glacier deposits directly on the 
surface of the Earth. 

 

 
__ __ __ __        __ __ __ __ 

A deposit of windblown sand.  

 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

A type of sedimentary rock formed 
by compaction and cementation of 
ocean deposits. 

 

 
* Unscramble the circled letters above to reveal the name of the trail you walked on our 
field trip.  Write your answer in the space below 
 
     _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____       _____ _____  _____ _____ _____ _____ 


