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STUDENT WORKSHEET Plotting Icebergs
Ice Warnings
Titanic is known to have received a total of seven ice warn-
ings over a period of three days (April 12-14). This includes
one not sent directly to her, but which she is known to have
overheard and one received directly from a passing ship via
blinker signal.

Throughout the day of April 14, 1912, Titanic received several
wireless messages providing the locations of icebergs and
field ice. Plot the locations of icebergs as received in the fol-
lowing messages. Use different colors of highlighters for the
messages that indicate large areas of ice. 

A. 9am, Caronia to Titanic. “West bound steamers report bergs, growlers and field ice
in 42N, from 49°- 51°W.”

B. 1:42pm, Baltic to Titanic. “Greek steamer Athinai reports passing icebergs and large
quantities of field ice in 41° 51’N, 49° 52’...Wish you and Titanic all success.”

C. 1:45p.m, Message from Amerika to the United States Hydrographic Office, relayed
by Titanic. “Amerika passed two large icebergs in 41° 27’N. 50° 8’W on April 14.”

D. 7:30pm, Californian to Antillian, overheard by Titanic: “42° 3’N. 49° 9’W. Three large
bergs 5 miles to the southwards of us.”

E. 9:40 p.m, Mesaba to Titanic. “From Mesaba to Titanic. In latitude 42° to 41°25’N, lon-
gitude 49° to 50° 30’W saw much heavy pack ice and great number of large icebergs,
also field ice, weather good, clear.”  This message was never sent to the bridge
because the radio operator on duty was busy with passenger messages.

F. 10:55 p.m., Californian stopped for the night due to heavy field ice at 42° 5’N, 50°
7’W. It attempted to inform Titanic of this but was cut off by Titanic’s wireless 
operator.

Titanic’s final positions

T1: Titanic’s first emergency message gave its position as 41° 46’N, 50° 14’W.
T2: Titanic sent a corrected position of 41° 56’N, 49° 14’W
T3: Titanic wreck site: 41° 44’N, 49° 56’W

Positions on the earth are measured
in terms of latitude and longitude.
Latitude lines are drawn north and
south of the Equator. The Equator
has a latitude of 0°, while the North
Pole is 90°N and the South Pole is
90°S. 

Longitude is a measure of location
east or west of the Prime Meridian.
The Prime Meridian is 0°, the line
on the opposite side of the world is
180°. 

The first number in a measurement
of latitude or longitude is given in
degrees. If the location is more spe-
cific, the second number is given in
minutes—divisions of 60, just as on
a clock.
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