
Earth Science Minerals & Rocks TEST CHECKLIST (Part 2) 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Take out your own paper and complete this task.  Use your previous TEST 
checklist, notes, and textbook to complete these questions.  You will be graded. Staple 
your answers with the questions. 
 

1. Explain chemical weathering and give 2 examples (must use a typical rock 
associated with this) 

2. List the elements in the earth crust and underline which one is the most abundant. 
3. Use your rock/mineral charts for this one:   

a. Find a rock that is foliated, shows mineral alignment but NOT banding, and 
has medium grains of quartz and pyroxene?  

4. Describe what you do to perform these tests on minerals/rocks: 
a. Hardness 
b. Cleavage 
c. Streak 
d. Acid 

5. What process would leave a layer of gypsum in a sedimentary rock? 
6. Define insolation and explain where it is most intense. 
7. Why is the earth’s orbital velocity slowest on July 5? 
8. Explain a lunar eclipse. 
9. Explain a solar eclipse. 
10. Use your charts to find out what minerals granite contains and what are their 

typical colors? 
11.  Use your charts to find a mineral that is softer than calcite with a metallic 

luster and cubic cleavage. 
12.  What forces would create a rock with deformed structure and intergrown 

crystals? 
13.  What causes the apparent rising and setting of the sun as we see it? 
14.  What causes the cycle of the moon as we see it? 
15. What does insolation have to do with it being hotter at the equator than at the 

poles? 
16.  Which of these common rocks is formed by the solidification of molten 

material? (slate, coal, rhyolite, rock gypsum) 
17.  What are the three rock classifications based upon?   
18.  Why does mica break into smooth flat sections? 
19. Use your charts and find a rock that would be formed by rapidly cooling lava.  

Describe what it would look like. 
20.  Between what north latitudes would you have 24 hours of daylight on June 21 

and 24 hours of nighttime on Dec 21? 
21. What is a geocentric model? Describe how our solar system is a geocentric 

model. 
22.  Explain how water causes physical weathering in rocks. 
23.  The density of water is 1.0 g/cm3.  You have four samples of rock with exact 

shape and size but different densities:  7.3, 2.8, 3.5, 6.4.  You also have a container 
of water and decide the drop the rock in at once.  Which one will settle to the bottom 
last?   


